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Notes and Implications:  “Greek Idealism Vs. Roman Realism” 
 
 
Analytical Sample 

• Comparison/contrast 
• Sample indicates a student trying to use a piece that is “Writing to 

Demonstrate Learning” as a publishable piece for the portfolio. 
 
 
Notes:  This piece is analytical because it compares and contrasts (mostly 
contrasts) the art of two different cultures.  The piece demonstrates learning (for 
the most part), most likely as a class assignment given by a teacher to make 
certain the student understands the cultural differences.  The student is breaking 
down differences to reach conclusions and is, thus, analyzing. 
 
Instructional Implications:  This piece offers an excellent example for teachers 
to discuss with students or fellow staff writing that simply demonstrates learning 
and that which could become more authentic for publication if it were approached 
differently. 
 
The analysis is not bad; clearly, the student understands the differences in the art 
of both cultures and can articulate and analyze it fairly well.  However, had the 
writer considered a larger audience (which may include the teacher but is not 
limited to the teacher) and a more authentic purpose and genre, the piece would 
work much better as a portfolio entry.  The student could have considered why 
it’s important to know the difference in the art of these two cultures (where do we 
still see the influence today?) or any other angle that would have increased the 
ownership and authenticity of the piece. 
 
If fellow teachers are having difficulty distinguishing writing to demonstrate 
learning and writing for publication, this piece would be an excellent sample to 
share (as compared with a piece with a similar subject that may be found in a 
magazine or other publication).
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